
EU Cities Mission, National Support Structures

2. Tree - The shape 
National support structures can facilitate smooth imple-
mentation of the Mission and ensure the achievement of 
its objectives.

But when setting up such structures, what is the best 
form?
And how to include the most relevant stakeholders 

Elements and Dilemmas

1. Roots - The base
National commitment is the base to develop solid support structures 
for the Mission.

But how does national commitment look like, considering there is 
no national programme linked directly to the Mission? 
And how do you get political commitment within Ministries?

3. Fruits - The beneficiaries
All cities, selected for the EU Cities Mission or not, should 
pick the fruits from national support structures.

But how to ensure non-selected cities systematically 
benefit from the knowledge exchanged between select-
ed cities and/or generated by them?

5. Ecosystem - Synergies
To implement the EU Cities Mission, the Eu-
ropean Commission has set up an ecosystem 
which includes CapaCITIES and NetZeroCities. 
National support structures will have to coordi-
nate and work in synergy with this ecosystem. 

But how will this coordination look like in 
practice? 
How to ensure the national support mech-
anisms offered by CapaCITIES will work in 
synergy with other national support struc-
tures?
How to use the Mission Label to unleash 
privileged access to funding programmes and 
space to experiment?

4.1. Legislative room for innovation

National legislation is framed around 
achieving climate neutrality by 2050, while 
the EU Cities Mission is aiming at 2030.

How can cities be provided with suf-
ficient legislative room to experiment 
(and around which legislation) to 
accelerate the transition?

4.2. Investment plans

To achieve climate neutrality, 
sufficient funding and other/new 
financial arrangements are neces-
sary.

Each selected city will have to 
draw up an investment plan, but 
how could/should the national 
level be involved?

4.3. Implementation resources

The EU Cities Mission was established 
within the research programme Ho-
rizon Europe. However, it has become 
clear that achieving the objectives re-
quires mostly implementation support.

How to overcome this issue and pro-
vide cities with the needed resources?

4. Branches - The elements 
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