
World Urban Forum is the world's largest and most important cyclical event dedicated to urban development. 
The Eleventh Session of the World Urban Forum 11 (WUF11) will take place at the International Congress Centre 
in Katowice on 26-30 June 2022. For five days the heart of Upper Silesia will become the capital of all cities in 
the world. Representatives of states and local governments from all over the world, scientists, business people, 
leaders of local communities, urban planners and city residents will be looking for solutions that will turn into 
concrete actions. All in order to make the cities we live in more inhabitant-friendly.   
  
World Urban Forum sessions are held upon the initiative of the United Nations (UN). The first Forum took place 
in Nairobi, Kenya in 2002 and since then it has been held in various cities around the world, regularly every two 
years. Subsequent sessions have been hosted in Barcelona, Vancouver, Nanjing, Rio de Janeiro, Naples, 
Medellin, Kuala Lumpur and Abu Dhabi. In 2022 WUF, for the first time in its over 20-year long history, will be 
held in Central and Eastern Europe, in Poland.   
  
The theme of WUF11 is Transforming our cities for a better urban future. It is meant to be an invitation to discuss 
the latest trends that are changing our cities, but also to emphasise the need for them to be constantly 
prepared for unforeseen situations, such as pandemics. The organisers of this year's 11th session of the event 
are UN-Habitat (United Nations Human Settlement Programme - a UN agency), the Ministry of Funds and 
Regional Policy and the City of Katowice. WUF11's strategic partner is the Institute of Urban and Regional 
Development.   
  
The event is open to anyone looking for answers to the question of how to make cities less of problem 
generators and more of problem solvers. As citizens of Poland, we want to learn from others and we want 
cities all over the world to provide future generations of their users with a good and safe future. Various 
activities will contribute to a valuable discussion on this subject. During the World Urban Forum it will be 
possible to actively participate in workshops and meetings organised by other participants (local governments, 
businesses, universities, social organisations), such as Networking events, Training events, Voices from 
Cities, SDGs in Action, Urban Library or ONE UN. WUF11 participants will also be able to participate as 
audience members in meetings prepared by UN-Habitat, such as Dialogues, Roundtables, Special Sessions 
and Assemblies. We are also planning a number of activities in the Katowice city space: urban cinema, artistic 
and cultural events.   
  
To find out more about WUF11 and how you can participate in it, visit: https://wuf.unhabitat.org/.   
  
See you in Katowice in June!   
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