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National Urban Development Policy (launched in 2007)
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National Urban Development Policy



National Urban Development Policy

FUNDING PROGRAMMES





Project Series For Cities
Supporting innovative and experimental pilot 
projects
› Project calls 2007, 2008, 2011, 2013, 2014, 2016, 

2017, 2018, 2020 

› Funding of 200 experimental projects

› Funding criteria:

› innovative

› cooperative

› exemplary / transferable



Understanding of the Just Dimension in the NUP

Pilot Projects (launched in 2008):

› Reflect the current societal challenges and 
needs of cities in order to remain inclusive 
places that leave no one behind

› Project calls related to co-production, social 
cohesion, interests of socially disadvantaged 
groups i.a.

› Evaluation and selection of projects by jury 
that focuses on both, the innovative character 
of the project and their potential benefits for 
social cohesion

Urban Development Support Programme
“Social City/Social Cohesion” (launched in 1999):

› Addresses social and spatial polarisation in cities

› Focus on good living and working conditions 
for all residents 

› Supports social cohesion and the 
inclusion/integration of disadvantaged groups

› The neighbourhood as the operational level

› Follows an integrated holistic approach

› Creating social cohesion is described as a 
responsibility of the entire urban population

› Since 2020 additional focus on climate action



Pilot Projects
Examples



The call addressed the following questions:

› How to define common good oriented urban development?

› How can the dynamic, ideas and the commitment of civil initiatives 

enrich urban development?

› What role should municipalities assume in this process?

4 neighbourhoods selected in Altenburg, Nuremberg, Hannover and

Münster that experiment with innovative approaches related to

co-productive urban development.

Project duration: 2019-2021

Project Call “Designing the city together. New models for 
common-good focused neighbourhood development” in 2018



HANNOVER
The society of extraordinary cooperation

Objectives:

› Connecting the various initiatives that deal 

with their local living environment, public 

spaces and the engagement of civil society

› Using the cooperation to design jointly, 

public spaces and engage citizens

Tools:

› A mobile unit („Raumwagen“) that serves as a 

workshop, café, stage i.a. for all members

› An app (“Resource Hub”) to share rooms and 

all other types of resources with each other



MÜNSTER
Hansaforum

Objectives:
› Designing new forms of customised

participation for specific social groups

› Establishing an institution that fosters the co-
creation in urban development in a very
diverse and mixed-neighbourhood.

› Giving citizens the opportunity to select
projects to be funded in the neighbourhood.

Tools:
› Hansa-Convent: randomised selection of 

citizens who decide about the 
implementation of projects

› Deployment of a locally developed 
“neighbourhood common good index”



Thank you!

Dominique.Breier@bmi.bund.de



SPATIAL PLANNING, CONSTRUCTION AND HOUSING DIRECTORATE

EUKN-OECD Week of National 
Urban Policies (NUPs)

Case study presentation



Urban Policy in Slovenia

Urban policy is integral part of the spatial 
development policy
● Strategija prostorskega razvoja Slovenije / 

National Spatial Development Strategy 2004 
(update foreseen 2021)

● Nacionalni stanovanjski program / National 
Housing Programme 2015-2025

NUP scope
● National level – sectoral ministries and their 

policies
● Regional level – regional development 

agencies, regional spatial planning in re-
introduction

● Local level – spatial (land-use) planning is the
domain of municipalities 



The Just Dimension

Spatial Planning Strategy
● Promoting polycentric settlement structure – urban 

nodes functioning as economic and service hubs 
● Promoting cohesion – regional development with 

particular attention to peripheral/border and 
mountain areas

● Promoting quality of life in all areas (urban, rural,…):  
accessibility to services and green spaces, quality of 
living conditions

National Housing Programme 2015-2025
● Providing opportunities for everyone to integrate in 

society
– Focus on housing targeting specific vulnerable 

groups
● Providing equal opportunities and access to housing
● Establishing conditions for implementing all citizens’ 

constitutional right of choice in addressing their 
housing needs



The Just Dimension

Spatial Development Strategy of 
Slovenia (2004, update foreseen 2021)
● Polycentric urban system as a settlement 

backbone: providing fair access to jobs 
and services, public infrastructure and 
mobility services

● Green infrastructure as integral part of the 
spatial development concept for provision 
of ecosystem services, linking urban and 
rural areas

● Local centres (small size cities) have main 
role in providing access to services: health
care, education, information, public and 
social services; securing „future for all 
places“



From polycentric urban system (2004) to integrated 
spatial development concept (2021)
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Implementation Examples

● The Housing Fund was established in 2000 as a public financial fund for 
financing provisions of housing according to the first National Housing 
Programme; market oriented provision of housing – decrease of prices, 
easier access to housing

● The second Housing Programme (Nacionalni stanovanjski program 
2015-2025) and its implementation is more aligned with the urban policy; 
it takes into account priority areas for housing provisions where the most 
needs are; offer more public rental housing enabling people to solve 
housing needs in different life-time; supporting housing mobility

● Municipal housing funds in bigger cities, the National Housing Fund 
supports for implementation of housing policy at local level

● Examples/housing 
– Special purpose rental dwellings for young people in Ljubljana 

(National HF)
– Planina Kranj (City Municipality of Kranj)



Ljubljana, Gerbičeva: special purpose
rental dwellings for young people

7SSRS | Predstavitev projekta

https://ssrs.si/projekti/ljubljana-skupnost-za-mlade-gerbiceva/predstavitev-soseske/


Planina Kranj: 
establishment of the renewal office, joint work with people/users, list of
activites, joint implementation
Photo: MOK
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Implementation Examples

Examples/urban policy
● Mreža za prostor (Network for Space) – connects different NGO‘s 

dealing with different urban topics and with motivating, inclusion and 
capacity building of inhabitants for collaboration and actions to  
making their living space better, more attractive and livable.
– Ljubljana hot spots identified by people and suggestions what 

needs to be done (Prostorož)
– Identification of city‘s courtyards in Maribor and actions to retur

them to people (društvo Hiša!/Association Hiša!)
● Mesta mestom / Cities2cities (projects implemented in different SI 

cities to learn from)
– Transforming an old city bus into a mobile youth centre in 

Ljubljana



Network for Spaces: small projects of NGOs
with people for people

Ljubljana hot spots and what needs to 
be done (by Prostorož), https://vroce-tocke.info/ Courtyards to people: Top 

Maribor‘s courtyard in 2020 (by
društvo Hiša!) 
https://www.mrezaprostor.si/projekti/mariborska-dvorisca-in-
njihovi-potenciali/

https://vroce-tocke.info/
https://www.mrezaprostor.si/projekti/mariborska-dvorisca-in-njihovi-potenciali/


Ljubljana: Ljuba and Drago - Mobile youth center

Photo Jan Žagar

Mesta_mestom-3_web.pdf

file:///D:/Dokumenti/Mesta_mestom-3_web.pdf


Governance

Most promising
● Territorial dialogue with cities: Urban forums engaging political and expert levels
● National support to capacity building, exchange of experiences and networking: 

Mesta – mestom (Cities2Cities), thematic events for local stakeholders on different 
urban relevant themes (flood prevention, circular economy in urban areas);

● Collaboration with cities’ and municipalities’ associations on communication and 
capacity building

● Reintroduction of regional spatial plans, functional urban areas à reconciliation of 
urban/spatial development and measures

● Green systems / green infrastructure in all types of settlements 

Most challenging
● Insufficient (financial) resources 
● Allocating sufficient time for collaboration and developing urban measures
● Alignment of public policies at national level taking into account urban dimension



Thank you!

Blanka Bartol
Blanka.bartol@gov.si

Tomaž Miklavčič
Tomaz.miklavcic1@gov.si
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The French NUP: ‘Politique de la ville’

First steps 40 years ago “la politique de la ville ” (urban policy for priority districts)
has evolved

This NUP is based on statistical aspects and a characterization of urban poverty,
which defines a geography of “quartiers politique de la ville” – QPV priority
districts

1514 QPV – 5,4 M inhabitants – 8% of the French population (ONPV)
The feature of this policy is the political mobilization (intergovernmental cooperation)
for these areas: tackle poverty, improve living conditions, employment and a specific
budget to enhance the national sectoral policies
Deprived areas faced with socio-economical difficulties are targeted by a multi-
partnership approach – a ‘city contract’





Understanding the Just Dimension

Focus on priority neighborhoods to foster fair and balanced urban development
Integration of urban and social dimension in the City contracts. To support this
integration, they have three main pillars:

Living conditions 
& urban renewal

Employment and 
economic 

development

Social Cohesion



Governance : focus on local governance

The urban laws oblige each inter-municipality organization involved in a city contract
to establish 3 different governance bodies:

Steering committee 

gathering elected representatives of
all the stakeholders to validate,
monitor and evaluate city contracts.
It is co-chaired by the local state,
inter-municipality organization and
concerned municipalities

Technical committee
gathering technicians from all the involved
stakeholders, co-chaired by the state, inter-
municipality organization and concerned
municipalities. Its role is to prepare steering
committees and organize thematic working
groups.

Thematic working groups
involving all the stakeholders concerned
by the topics, like social cohesion, living
conditions and urban renewal,
employment and economic development
and other possible transversal topic (e.g.
fight against discriminations)



The ‘Politique de la ville’ and post-Covid recovery

Post-Covid response: 5 priority areas defined by the government – CIV January 21

Housing and living environment ;

Employment, integration, and economic attractiveness ;

Education and early childhood ;

Social and territorial Cohesion ;

Safety and delinquency protection.

3.3 billions for priority districts
Dedicated actions during summer break: #quartiers
d’été



Implementation examples: « ANRU »



Implementation examples: « cités éducatives » 



Implementation examples: « cités éducatives » 



Thank you for your attention

Sabrina.abdi@anct.gouv.fr
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